
Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP 
Prime Minister 
10 Downing Street  
London  
SW1A 2AA  

20 September 2021 
 

Re: Business support for ambitious UK COP26 leadership action 

Dear Prime Minister,  

In just over 40 days the world's attention will be focused on COP26. As you have clearly set out, the 

UK Presidency of the climate summit offers a major opportunity for this country to demonstrate 

global leadership, to advance global efforts to address the climate-nature crisis, and to help deliver a 

better society, environment and economy for all.  

UK business, including finance, stands firmly behind these goals. Our companies are part of a fast-

growing movement for change as ever more businesses understand the indisputable case for climate 

action. We know a net zero economy can and should be prosperous, dynamic and inclusive, with 

more secure supply chains, less exposure to volatile fossil fuel prices, and new jobs created in new 

and existing industries. A failure to act decisively will carry much higher costs and risks.  

As the world struggles with a pandemic that shows how global systemic risks can disrupt entire 

societies and economies, nations spend billions rebuilding after recent extreme weather events and 

the IPCC's 6th Assessment Report warns we have entered a 'code red for humanity', we know we 

need to act urgently. As leaders in business and finance, we commit to intensify our efforts to keep 

the UK on track to meet its ambitious climate targets.  

We write to assure you of our full support to ensure COP26 delivers real global progress for a net 

zero economy and climate resilience. A successful summit that achieves the UK Presidency’s goals 

requires strong UK leadership combining effective diplomacy with credible outcomes, including 

international solidarity with countries lacking the resources to tackle these challenges alone.  

The countdown to COP26 gives you a limited window to show such leadership. You must seize key 

opportunities like the upcoming Net Zero Strategy. To get results across the economy, this strategy 

will need strong support from HM Treasury through the Net Zero and Comprehensive Spending 

Reviews. You will also need to align other government policies and action across transport, housing 

and the wider built environment, our natural environment and our international aid budget.  

As businesses invested in the future of the UK, we know these steps can deliver long-term benefits 

for people, nature and climate. We call for an ambitious strategy from government with a clear 

timetable, detailed policy measures, market mechanisms and messaging on a sector-by-sector basis.  

Aligning economic and fiscal policy with the UK’s net zero target will accelerate innovation and 

investment across the economy by giving us the confidence to act at speed and scale. Measures to 

manage our risks, both at home and in international markets and supply chains, will forge a stronger 

UK economy and new opportunities for levelling up communities most in need.  



We share a firm commitment to transformative climate action. We stand ready to support the UK 

government to deliver the strong leadership required to make COP26 a success.  

With best wishes, 

1. Advertising Association 

2. Aldersgate Group 

3. Allianz 

4. Anglian Water 

5. Anthesis Group 

6. Aon UK 

7. Apex Acoustics Ltd 

8. BAM Construct UK Ltd 

9. BAM Nuttall 

10. Bennetts Associates 

11. Black Architecture Ltd 

12. Border to Coast 

13. Brit Insurance  

14. British Retail Consortium 

15. Britvic plc 

16. Bruntwood 

17. BT Group 

18. Business in the Community (BITC) 

19. Cambridge Cleantech 

20. Capgemini  

21. Capita 

22. CHANODIL 

23. chapmanbdsp 

24. Clade Engineering Systems 

25. Coca-Cola Europacific Partners GB Ltd 

26. Conisbee 

27. CONVEX 

28. Cory 

29. Costain  

30. Croda International plc 

31. DWF 

32. EcoAct, an Atos Company 

33. EDF in the UK 

34. Energy UK 

35. EnviroBuild 

36. E-Voyages 

37. Finance Earth 

38. Flood Re 

39. Food and Drink Federation 

40. FORE Partnership 

41. Grosvenor Britain & Ireland 



42. Heathrow 

43. Iceland Foods 

44. Industry Council for Packaging and the Environment - INCPEN 

45. Interface 

46. JLL 

47. Kingfisher plc 

48. Landsec 

49. Low Carbon Ltd. 

50. Marsh Limited 

51. Meridiam 

52. Mitie 

53. MS Amlin Underwriting Limited 

54. National Grid 

55. Nestlé UK&I 

56. Pelorus Consulting 

57. PwC 

58. Salesforce 

59. Santander UK 

60. Scottish Financial Enterprise 

61. ScottishPower 

62. Sedgwick International UK 

63. Shoosmiths LLP 

64. SIEMENS GAMESA RENEWABLE ENERGY 

65. Signify UK&I 

66. Simply Sustainable 

67. Southern Co-op 

68. SSE 

69. Statkraft UK 

70. Sustainable Energy Association 

71. TalkTalk  

72. Tesco 

73. TFT 

74. The Big Lemon 

75. The Co-operative Group 

76. Tokio Marine Kiln 

77. UK Corporate Leaders Group 

78. UK Green Building Council 

79. Unilever UK & Ireland 

80. United Utilities 

81. Verco 

82. Waterwise 

83. Watts Truck & Van Limited 

84. Willmott Dixon 

 



 
  

 
 

 

 
  

  

 

  
 

 

  

   

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

 

  

  
 

  

 

  

 

 

 


